CUNBFAMS NURSERY

ST ALPHEGE CE INFANT SCHOOL

=

St Alphege ) ] )
Values Loved, Inspired, Shining
e\ Newsletter
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CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Executive Head: Liz Thomas-Friend October 2026
Head of School: Jacqui Spinks Weds 7t - S&L Workshop for Year R families (Hall 9am)
School Business Manager: Manda Cullen Fri 9™ — Dot Day

Mon 12t — Parent Consultations

Weds 14t — Parent Consultations

Thurs 15% - Year R Parent Drop in with Senior Leadership
Team (Hall 9am)

Fri 16% — Non-Uniform in aid of 'All Wrapped Up’

Chair of Governors: Paula Trewin
Address: St Alphege CE Infant School
Oxford Street, Whitstable, CT5 1DA
Phone: (01227) 272977

Website: www.st-alphege.kent.sch.uk Riverside Church

e—mail: headteacher@st-alphege.kent.sch.uk Mon 19% — Whole School Harvest Service (Church 9.10am)

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stalphege Thurs 22™ — Friends Association ‘Ghoulish Goodies’ Cake
Sale (Playground 3.15pm)

Afterschool Club Mobile: 01227 697037 Fri 23 - End of Term 1

If online payment details are required, please November 2026

Mon 2" - Staff Development Day

Tues 3™ - Start of Term 2

Fri 6% — Flu Immunisations

Sat 7% — School Open Morning New Reception &
Click here for our School & Nursery Term Dates Sunbeams

Mon 9% — Individual School Photos
Fri 13th - Nlan-Il Inifarm in aid af ‘Children in Neead’

contact the school office.

Sensory Circuits

Sensory circuits will be restarting in the near future once staffing arrangements are in place, and we will let you
know by letter if your child has been offered a place on this intervention. In the meanwhile, here are some
ideas of sensory circuit activities you can do at home.

(

Thank you for your patience and please rest assured that any children with identified sensory needs will be
supported in their classroom.


mailto:headteacher@st-alphege.kent.sch.uk
http://www.st-alphege.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=76

Speech and Language Workshop Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year R — Wednesday 7™ October
On Wednesday 7th October, we will be joined by our designated Speech and Language Therapist, Lara Dalton.
Lara will be on hand to explain the new Balanced System approach and answer any general questions you may
have relating to speech and language development/provision, in the school setting. She will also be able to
give advice and strategies on how you can support your child’s speech and language development at home
and listen to any concerns you may have. This will take place in the hall, from 9am to 10am. We are looking
forward to seeing you there. P.S. There will be tea, coffee and biscuits!

Dot Day — Friday 9" October

On Friday 9" October, we will be celebrating Dot Day. This is a day where we explore the
story of “The Dot” written by Peter H Reynolds.

We will be asking every member of our school community (staff, children, governors and
parents) to create their own dots. Each person will be encouraged to be creative and
brave and make their mark, just like Vashti! The children will have the freedom to colour,
paint, collage, add glitter, and otherwise change their dots as they wish. Everyone will
sign their dot and then these will be displayed collectively in the school hall. Once the display is complete, we
will invite you all in to see it.

Parent Consultations Pmts

We will be holding in person parent consultations this term in the school hall on the

following dates: c'“s“'f‘ﬁ'n

Monday 12" October—  3.30pm-6.30pm
Wednesday 14" October — 3.30pm-6.30pm

The booking system will go live tonight (Friday 2"* October) at 7pm https://stalphegeinfant.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Please remember, that you do not need to wait for Parent Consultations if you have something you wish to
discuss with us. We are always here and happy to help at any time!

Year R Parent Drop in with Senior Leadership Team — Thursday 15" October
We will be holding our new Reception parent drop-in on Thursday 15" October at 9am in the school hall,
where you will have an opportunity to speak with members of the senior leadership team.

Non-Uniform in aid of ‘All Wrapped Up’ Riverside Church — Friday 16" October

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 16" October and asking for a monetary
donation of £1 to support the Riverside project. If you would like to give more than £1 any
additional donations big or small are welcome.

All Wrapped Up is a project of Riverside Church working with our local schools and partners to provide
Christmas presents, food vouchers and treat bags to families in need.

Last year at their free "Winter Wonderland’ they were able to provide presents for over 700 children, with over
290 families receiving food vouchers to feed over 1000 people.

Riverside are open between 10am and 4pm Monday — Friday, if anyone wishes to donate any new toys that can
be added to their Christmas collection. Alternatively, they can be dropped off at the Tesco Extra Whitstable.

All Wrapped Up can be voted for your local Tesco stores by using the blue tokens. This will enable Riverside to
receive a grant for the All Wrapped Up project.


https://stalphegeinfant.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Friends Association ‘Ghoulish Goodies’ Cake Sale — Thursday 22™ October (Playground 3.15pm)
Our fabulous Friends Association are organising a ‘Ghoulish Goodies' cake stall. We
are asking for any contributions of cake/biscuits/sweet treats to sell. Please note that
we are unable to accept any treats that contain nuts. Please can we ask that the
treats come with an ingredients list so that we can keep our St Alphege family and friends safe.
Please could you send these into school on Thursday 22™ October. We thank you for all
donations.

Whole School Collective Worship at Church
All parents and carers are warmly invited to attend the following school church services at St
Alphege Church (Reception will look to join in Term 2 once they are settled in class):

Monday 19*" October at 9.10am - Please send a donation of non-perishable food items with your
child to school ready for the Harvest service.

Monday 16" November at 9.10am

Monday 7" December at 9.10am (Christmas Service)

School Tour Dates and Open Morning

Is your child due to start school in September 2027? We warmly invite you to come along to our Saturday
Open Day on 7™ November or book onto one of our school tours during the day to meet our incredible
children and staff. We cannot wait to show you everything that our school has to offer. Please ring the school
office on 01227 272977 to book on a tour.
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Community

NETSTARS
NETBALL

PLAYERS AGED 5-15

READY. SET.
NETBALL.

SHARP SKILLS. STRONG PLAY. SERIOUS FUN!
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AGES 5-11 |
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’
@1 SIGN UP NOW - WE CAN'T WAIT TO SEE YOU ON COURT!
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WHAT WE TEACH

MAPPY FERT - AGRS 3

* BALLET . TAP MODIRN

©® MUSICAL THEATHE . STREEY & CONTEMPORANY

EVERY CHILD INCLUUED

Mo pution ot boc

FUN COMES FIRST

type’. SEND ane
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SPECIAL €LVES, HELP FATHER CHRISTMFIS HAVE A TOY
FOR EVERY SINGLE GIRL AND BOY

WHAT? Donate new toys, for
ages 0-5, not gift wrapped, not
Christmas themed
WHEN? From now until 13" of
h_f" NOY.  WHERE? St Alphege CoE
schoal reception
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Course Tile

Start

End

Canterbury Community
Courses Terms 1&2 2026

s Time Time

155117 The Gruffalo - Celebrating the 19/09/26 | 15/09/26 | Saturdsy | 10:30 | 12:00
national year of reading
The Beaney Library
155151 First Aid for Babies 28/09/26 | 28/09/26 | Monday | 09:30 | 11:30
Whitstsble Family Hub
155150 First Aid for Babies 12/10/26 | 12/10/26 | Monday | 1000 | 12:00
Kingzmead Family Hub
155226 First Aid for Babies 21/10/26 | 21/10/26 |Wednescay| 10:00 | 12:00
Brizry Family Hub
155223 Spooky Crafts 26/10/26 | 26/10/26 | Monday | 1000 | 12:00
Kingsmead Family Hub
155157 Spooky Crafts 27/10/26 | 27/10/26 | Tueszdsy | 13:00 | 15:00
Whitstable Family Hub
155224 Autism 02/11/26 | 02/11/26 | Monday | 1000 | 12:00
Herne Bay Family Hub
155154 Supporting Your T gerwith | 02/11/26 | 02/11/26 | Monday | 0930 | 11:30
their Mental Health
Whitstsble Famify Hub
155156 Supporting Families with ADHD | 09/11/26 | 09/11/26 | Monday | 1000 | 12:00
Teens
Kingzmead Family Hub
155750 Christmas Crafts 21/12/26 | 21/12/26 | Monday | 10:00 | 12:00
Winchesp Family Hub

To book your place on one of these FREE courses

Scan the QR

code or:

Visit: www.kentadulteducation.co.uk

Kent §
County

Council
kent govak

Kent Agult Education Is part of
Community Leaming & SKiis
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King Alphege Attendance Lion

King Alphege Attendance Lion

King Alphege is awarded to the class with the

highest percentage attendance each
week

King Alphege Attendance Lion
W/E 25.10.26
Puffins Class - 98%




Weekly Awards

Whole School Awards!
Our awards this year represent our School Development priorities: CREATE. Each class nominates one child to
celebrate their achievements each week and their names will be added to the weekly newsletter.

Creativity & Curiosity Retrieval of Learning Engaging Curriculum
Frankie — Seagulls Class Noah — Puffins Class Bea C - Shells Class
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Awe, Wonder & Spirituality Tremendous Maths Excellent Writing
Dougie — Oysters Class Daisy — Pebbles Class Risha- Pearls Class
Weekly Year Group Recap
Sunbeams

Mrs Humphreys

We started the week in Sunbeams with a visitor, Jo from Animate Arts. She set us a challenge this week to
create some special paint drip bunting and a paint box. We spent the week developing our threading skills as
we prepared the bunting for the whole school arts project that will be installed in the main school entrance
next week. We also used paper and paints to create our paint box. During phonics we have been developing
our listening skills when playing games that encourage us to match animal sounds to the animal or the sound
to the musical instrument that makes it. In ‘Squiggle While You Wiggle’ we made gross motor movements in
the shape of a rainbow to the song Daydream Believer. When doing our mindful mark making on a smaller
scale we used our pens to push a gem around the page. Both these mark making activities encourage us to
cross the midline which supports our brain development and coordination when getting ready to read and
write.



Year R
Mrs Keeble and Mrs Hopkins

We have had a brilliant week in Year R. The children are enjoying learning to read (this week, remembering the
sounds g, o, ¢ and k) and are continuing to practise blending sounds to read words such as d-o-g and p-o-t. In
maths this week we have been sorting by size and ordering three items in size order. In Heartsmart the
children have been thinking about what makes their heart full and drew pictures to represent these things in a
heart. In RE, the children are learning all about the special book Christians read to learn about God and Jesus.
The children loved their first full PE lesson in the hall where they explored balancing and moving their bodies in
different ways. They were amazing at getting themselves changed independently. Some children even
managed to undo their buttons by themselves and said they had been practising at home! Please make sure
your child has a named PE kit in school at all times; our next PE lesson is on Monday.

Year 1
Mrs Brown, Mrs Cohen and Mrs Cater

Year 1 have had an exciting week full of exciting activities! The children had a visit from Jo from Animate Arts
who set them a task of creating giant crayons in a box to add to our new entrance display! They have worked
together all week to create them and we can't wait to show you the finished entrance display! In Maths the
children have been comparing numbers using the inequality symbols (< > =) and using the vocabulary greater,
less than and equal to. Next week, they will be ordering numbers from smallest to greatest and greatest to
smallest. The children have been immersed in the text ‘Elmer and the flood" and have completed such fun
activities during their imagination week! They worked together to create Elmer using lots of different materials,
used music to create a storm effect and became Elmer during the flood by walking through water and using
torches in caves! Next week they will use their senses to describe how they felt during certain points in the
story. The children learnt about Whitstable flood in History and thought about how it affected the people living
here at the time. They learnt all about timelines and plotted the Whitstable flood on their own time line which
included dinosaurs and the ice age. In Science, they have been learning all about materials and this week, after
testing different materials to see if they are waterproof or not, they made a boat for an animal and tested it in
our water tray! We hope you all have a wonderful weekend.

Year 2

Mr Mead and Mrs Martin

We have had another fun-filled week in Year 2 with some fantastic practical learning taking place. In English
the children have immersed themselves in our new text, Emma Jane's Aeroplane, working in groups they used
loose parts on the playground to create some amazing aeroplanes and thought about how plane design had
changed over time. They learnt about onomatopoeias and used a selection of musical instruments to create
storm sounds which they then performed to their friends. Next week they will begin to re-write the story, using
exciting verbs to describe how Emma Jane's plane travels around the world. In Maths our focus has been
ordering numbers with vocabulary such as greater than, less than and equal too. On the playground once
again, the children completed various Maths challenges including ordering the whole class from the smallest
number to the biggest and finding numbers within a given range. Animate Arts has kept us very busy this
week, creating giant art equipment for our new installation. We can't wait for you to see it! In RE the children
thought about things that Christians do to help our world and created some lovely posters. It has tied in very
nicely with our whole school theme of Koinonia. In PE we had fun working as a team to complete some tricky
parachute games. The children had lots of fun, especially when the wind picked up and gave the parachute a
mind of its own! Next week we will revisit counting in 2's, 5’s, 10's and 3's and explore Art through the eyes of
our new focus artist Georgia O'Keeffe. We hope you have a lovely weekend.



